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How To Use Seamless Data Distribution System (SDDS)

Seamless Data Distribution System (SDDS) (http://seamless.usgs.gov) enables a user
to view and download many geospatial data layers, such as National Elevation Dataset,
National Land Cover Dataset, High Resolution Orthoimagery, and many more. This
tutorial is designed to guide a user through the download process.

Information about SDDS, Product Information, FAQ’s, and homepage Links are
accessible through the home page. Each page contains a HELP button that offers
assistance and information for the corresponding page.

Accessing Interactive Map

Click on either ‘View and Download United States Data’ link or ‘View and
Download International Data’ link.
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The two interactive maps function the same, but start with the different views, as shown
above.

Note: If a map does not appear, check the Web Requirements and set the computer
display settings screen resolution to 1280 X 1024.

Using Interactive Map

Locate Area of Interest

1. Use the Zoom buttons to help locate the area of interest.
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Query and Other Tools

1. Query tools
specific area.

are provided to aid in gathering information about a

2. Using the image above, starting from left to right, top to bottom:

*

3. The other tools

Identify Button — Click on button, then on the map. A page will display
with feature information.

Find Button — Click on button. A box will appear to enter a placename.
Elevation Button — Click on button, then click anywhere on the map.
Below the map display, the elevation, in feet, will appear, as well as
coordinates and data source.

US National Grid Button — Click on button, then click anywhere on the
map. Below the map display, the US National Grid coordinate is
displayed.

Elevation Profile — Click on button, click on the map at a starting point.
Click an ending point to see the elevation change between 1% and 2™ point.
Below the map, click on Generate Profile for 2 Points. A graph will
display showing the change in elevation.

shown have varying functions.

4. Using the image above, starting from left to right, top to bottom:

.

Pan Button — Click on button, then grab the map and move in any
direction.

Measure Button — Click on button, then click two points on the map to
measure miles.

Eraser Button — Click on button and any requests are cancelled.

Print Button — Once area of interest is in the map display window and a
print is desired, click on the print button. A window will appear for a title,
then submit the request. A request for that area is made to a server and a
.pdf file is being created. Once complete, the file will display and it can
printed or saved to a computer.

Metadata Button — Click on button. Below the map a dropdown will
appear. Select a product to view metadata. Click on the map and if the
product is available for that area a window will display the metadata.

Select Product to Download

1. Once the area of interest is decided, the next step is to select the product (s) to

download.



2. On the right side, click the Download Tab. Click on the arrow next the desired
category. A list will display of available products. Click the box beside the product.
This will flag the system that National Elevation Dataset (NED) 1 arc second data
will be downloaded.
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Download Tools to Define Area

are used to mark the area of interest and submit
\ the system to extract.

1. Download tools

the information to I;

2. The first button is Select By Rectangle. Click on button. Next using the mouse,
click and drag a box over the area of interest. The outline box will appear green
as it is drawn. Releasing the mouse will start the processing page. There is a limit
to the size of area that can be downloaded at a time. The type of product and the more
products selected, the smaller the area that can be selected. The limit is reached when
the outline box turns red. A message will display that the limit has been reached and to
redefine the area. Below are two examples of size limits of products:

Example Illustrating Example Illustrating
NED 1 arc second Maximum Size High Resolution Orthoimagery
Maximum Size
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3. The second button is Define Area By Coordinates. Click on button. A popup
will appear. Enter coordinates and click OK, then the processing page will start.

4. The processing page will compile the area and product selected, as well as calculate
a size estimate for downloading. Once the processing page is complete, the SDDS
Request Summary page will display the results.

Note: Templates (ex. 7.5 min quadrangles) will be added as they are created.

SDDS Request Summary Page

1. The SDDS Request Summary page contains:
o List of product (s) selected — The list contains the product (s) selected, a
thumbnail of the product, coordinates of the download piece, estimated size of the
download pieces, data host name, and download button.

Seamless Data Distribution System

SDDS Request Summary Page

Explanation of Product ][ Modify Data Request |[ HELP!

U5 D of ihe Interior || LS. Suney || EROS Data Center
URL: http: crusgs.

I G and
Last Modifed: Mon 20 September 2004

e Link to different download options -- Modify Data Request allows a user to
change the defaults for the download product. Modifications can be made to Data
Format, Archive Format, and Metadata Format. Products can be checked or
unchecked.

-
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SDDS Request Options Page

Order Options:

output Coordinate System | MNative =

™ Landsat Mosaic Mot selected,

™ NASA LPDAAC MOD13AZ Mot selected,

[~ SRTM 90m - Shuttle Radar Topography Mission [Research] Mot selected.

I” SRTM 30m - Shuttle Radar Topography Mission [Research]  |Not selected.

W Hational Elevation Datasst (NED) 1 Arc Second [arcGRID =] [[ziP =] HTHL >
W Mational Land Cover Dataset 1992 - Land Cover [GeoTIFF | |[zP =] HTHL >
™ Bureau of Transpartation Statistics (BTS) Roads Not selected

I Mational Elevation Dataset (NED) 1/3 Arc Second Mot selected.

™ MODIS NDVI Not selacted.

Order this request on Media? [Mo =

Maximum size (MB) per piece: m

Cancel All Changes & Return to Summary Save Changes & Retum to Summary




e HELP - Information about SDDS Request Summary page and Modify Data

Request.

Note: The SDDS Request Summary page can be bookmarked to save and return to at a

later time.

Downloading

1.Click the download button from the SDDS Request Summary list. Current
Order Status page will appear, providing messages of the progress of the extraction.
A request is made to the product database to extract the defined area and product. The
extraction progress is displayed in the popup window.
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address [{&] hetp:/fextract.cr usgs. gov/diststatus /serviet/gov. usgs. edc.Req ™| Go |@ = |6 Snaglt |y

Current order status

Extracting data...

Please wait for the data to be retwmed.

=USGS

Last Modified: Fri 28 June 2002

U5 Department of the fnterior || U. 5. Geological Suneyr || ERQS Data Conter
URL: httpelfextract. or wsgs. gow'diststatus/ serdet/gov. usgs edu. RequestStatus fsp
Maintalnerwebrnapping@usas. gov || Corwnents and Suggestions

Privacy Staternent || Disclaimer || FOIA || Accessibiiy

2. Once ‘Raster Extraction Complete’ is displayed, a SAVE option will appear. The
random numbered zip file can be saved to the computer hard drive.
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Raster Extract has completed.
This window can be closed after saving the file.
LS D of the Interior || LS. Geoi i Swvey || EROS Dats Center
URL: http:/ferdract. cr. usgs. uags. edu e
b, ov || G and
Last Modified: Fri 28 June 2002
Privacy Statement || Disclaimer || EOIA || Accessibility
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File Download

‘ou have chosen to download a file from this locatior.

B0353792. zip from edow2ks36.cr.uzgs gov

“wihat would you like to do with this file?

0 current location

¥ Always ask before opening tis type of fils

ak. I Cancel More Info

4. Unzip the file and it is ready to for use.
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